
....undeceive my ignorant 

brethren, and permit them to 

throw away pretensions, and 

seek after the substance of 

learning. I would crawl on my 

hands and knees through mud 

and mire, to the feet of a 

learned man, where I would sit 

and humbly supplicate him to 

instill into me, that which nei-

ther devils nor tyrants could 

remove, only with my life—for 

coloured people to acquire 

learning in this country, makes 

tyrants quake and tremble on 

their sandy foundation.... 

- excerpt from David Walker's 

Appeal (1829) 


